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What is the Virginia Coastal Zone 
Management (CZM) Program?

• Network of state agencies and 
coastal localities

• Guided by the inter-agency 
Coastal Policy Team led by CZM 
NOAA-funded staff at DEQ 

• All the coastal laws and policies 
incorporated into the program 
and approved by NOAA

• Funded 100% by NOAA with ~ 
$3M per year in grant funds

https://www.deq.virginia.gov/our-
programs/coastal-zone-management 

https://www.deq.virginia.gov/our-programs/coastal-zone-management
https://www.deq.virginia.gov/our-programs/coastal-zone-management


10 Goals of the VA CZM Program

1 -4  Coastal Resource 
Protection

5-7  Coastal Resource 
Sustainable Use

8 -10 Coastal Management 
Coordination



How Could VOWDA Be Involved?

• DOE reps attend twice/year VA CZM Coastal Policy Team 
meetings: Next meeting September 21 at DEQ

• DOE reps report to VOWDA any updates on Offshore Wind 
and Virginia Ocean Plan development

• VA CZM Manager, Ryan Green sits on Dep Sec’y Jenkins’ 
state agencies Offshore Wind Coordination Team. He 
could attend public VOWDA meetings and provide updates 
on Virginia Ocean Plan development



https://www.deq.virginia.gov/our-programs/coastal-zone-
management/ocean-planning/virginia-ocean-planning 

https://www.deq.virginia.gov/our-programs/coastal-zone-management/ocean-planning/virginia-ocean-planning/-fsiteid-1#!/
https://www.deq.virginia.gov/our-programs/coastal-zone-management/ocean-planning/virginia-ocean-planning/-fsiteid-1#!/


What is MARCO?
A 5 State Governors’ Agreement Created in 2009  

1.  Sustainable development of renewable offshore energy
2.  Protection of important ocean habitats
3.  Promotion of improvements in ocean water quality
4.  Preparation for impacts of climate change on ocean resources



2010 VACZM Created MARCO Ocean Data Portal
https://portal.midatlanticocean.org/ 

6,000+ maps in 12 themes: Administrative,  Fishing,  Fishing-Communities 

at Sea (by Port), Marine Life Library,  Maritime,  Oceanography, Recreation,  

Renewable Energy,  Seafloor Habitat, Security, Socioeconomic, Water Quality. 

https://portal.midatlanticocean.org/


•Transmission Series Part I: Siting Cables in Federal Waters
•Transmission Series Part II: The CVOW Cable Route

MARCO Ocean Data Portal Story Maps

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fportal.midatlanticocean.org%2Focean-stories%2Ftransmission-series-part-i-siting-cables-in-federal-waters%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cchristie.mazzeo-pfoertner%40dos.ny.gov%7C4b3d55c3934c4f0fecb508daf97ee422%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638096620661244205%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gFchuXNMzZU0IgjZ7H3fXQ2%2FdHA1yQwgMLrjxkOD9PI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fportal.midatlanticocean.org%2Focean-stories%2Ftransmission-series-part-ii-the-cvow-cable-route%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cchristie.mazzeo-pfoertner%40dos.ny.gov%7C4b3d55c3934c4f0fecb508daf97ee422%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638096620661244205%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OUvD9Cx9cik8s3J%2BXfzxyL7WN1G%2BdfDtgCsdmBmxTus%3D&reserved=0




Mid-Atlantic Ocean Planning  
• VA joined the Mid-Atlantic Regional 

Planning Body in 2013. Mid-A Ocean Plan 
approved in 2016

• MARCO created MACO in 2017 after RPB 
was disbanded.

• MACO  members include states, federal 
agencies, the Mid-Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council and federally 
recognized tribes. MACO’s goal is to 
enhance the vitality of the region’s ocean 
ecosystem and economy through increased 
communication and collaboration.

• MACO has an Offshore Wind Regional 
Collaboration work group. See 
https://www.midatlanticocean.org/offshore
-wind-regional-collaboration/ 

https://www.midatlanticocean.org/offshore-wind-regional-collaboration/
https://www.midatlanticocean.org/offshore-wind-regional-collaboration/


How Could VOWDA Be Involved?

• VOWDA members could sign 
up to receive 
– MARCO Newsletters
– MARCO Ocean Data Portal 

updates

    Sign up at  
    www.midatlanticocean.org  

• VOWDA members could 
request specific map layers 
be added to the portal

• VOWDA members could 
participate in MARCO’s 
annual Ocean Forum each 
May

 

http://www.midatlanticocean.org/


What is ROSA?

ROSA is a collaboration of fishermen, 
offshore wind energy developers, 
fisheries scientists, federal and state 
management experts and others to:

• Identify regional fisheries 
research & monitoring needs

• Coordinate existing research & 
monitoring

• Advance collaboration & 
cooperative research

• Administer fisheries research
• Improve access to scientific data



What is ROSA?

• Led by Executive Director, Renee Reilly and a Board of 
Directors

• ROSA Advisory Council provides strategic direction and 
defines key projects

• ROSA Research Advisors provide independent 
scientific input to the council and committees



ROSA’s Advisory 
Council

• 7 Offshore Wind Developers: Atlantic Shores, Community 
Offshore Wind, Equinor, Mayflower Wind, Orsted, 
TotalEnergies, and Vineyard Wind

• 16 Commercial Fishermen: includes Capt Ruhle of Virginia 

• 7 Recreational Fishermen: includes David Tobey of VA 
Saltwater Sportfishing Association

• 6 Federal Reps, Fisheries Management Councils and 
Fisheries Commission: includes James Bennett of BOEM

• 11 State Reps: includes Rachael Peabody of VMRC and Laura 
McKay of VA CZM (needs to be replaced – could be by CZM or 
VOWDA)



How Could VOWDA Be Involved?



How Could VOWDA Be Involved?



How Could VOWDA Be Involved?



Draft Pledge Letter

ROSA also accepts restricted funds for specific research needs.



What Would Benefit to VOWDA Be?

• VOWDA would have a way of 
helping to ensure and 
documenting that efforts are 
made to develop offshore wind 
in a manner that maximizes 
fisheries benefits and 
minimizes fisheries impacts. 

• Membership in ROSA could 
help achieve one of VOWDA’s 
goals: to maximize 
environmental benefits and 
minimize environmental 
impacts.



What is RWSC?

The Regional Wildlife Science Collaborative’s mission is to:
“…conduct and coordinate relevant, credible, and efficient 
research and monitoring of wildlife and marine 
ecosystems that supports the advancement of 
environmentally responsible and cost-efficient offshore 
wind power development in US Atlantic waters.”



RWSC’s Governance Structure



RWSC Sector Caucus Rosters

RWSC is hosting a webinar on its Draft 
Science Plan on Thursday, August 24, 11 
am-12:30 pm ET.
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIqcO-
grjovHtyKkwOTnIYD4vpjG7_vKQOw#/regist
ration 

Current State Caucus 
members for Virginia are 
Ryan Green – VA CZM and 
Becky Gwynn – VA Dept 
Wildlife Resources. RWSC 
would welcome a VOWDA 
rep as well.

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIqcO-grjovHtyKkwOTnIYD4vpjG7_vKQOw#/registration
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIqcO-grjovHtyKkwOTnIYD4vpjG7_vKQOw#/registration
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIqcO-grjovHtyKkwOTnIYD4vpjG7_vKQOw#/registration


RWSC Maintains an Offshore Wind & 
Wildlife Research Database https://database.rwsc.org/ 

https://database.rwsc.org/


How Could VOWDA Be Involved?

• If funding to support VOWDA comes from the 

state of Virginia only, and if VOWDA provided 

funds to RWSC from their budget, RWSC 

would consider Virginia a contributing 

member and it would be appropriate for a 

state employee/s to "represent" Virginia in 

RWSC State Caucus meetings. 

• Most contributing states provide $30,000 per 

year (MA, CT, MD, NY, NJ) with Maine 

contributing less, based on their available 

budget.

• Contributing financially to RWSC is not a 

requirement for representing a state in the 

RWSC State Caucus.



What Would Benefit to VOWDA Be?

• VOWDA would have a way 
of helping to ensure and 
documenting that efforts 
are made to develop 
offshore wind in a manner 
that maximizes ocean 
wildlife and habitat 
benefits and minimizes 
impacts to those resources. 

• Membership in RWSC could 
help achieve one of 
VOWDA’s goals: to 
maximize environmental 
benefits and minimize 
environmental impacts.



Questions/
Discussion

Photo by Alex Wilke, TNC



Extra Slides



VIRGINIA
CZM

PROGRAM
(DEQ - LEAD

COORDINATING
AGENCY)

SHORELINE 
SANITATION

VDH

DUNES & BEACHES
MRC &

 Local Wetlands 
Boards

TIDAL AND 
NONTIDAL 
WETLANDS 
MRC, DEQ & 

Local Wetlands 
Boards 

AIR 
POLLUTION

DEQ 

MARINE FISHERIES
MRCPOINT SOURCE

& NONPOINT
SOURCE 
WATER

POLLUTION
DEQ & Coastal 

Localities 

WILDLIFE & 
INLAND 

FISHERIES
DWR

PLANT PESTS & 
NOXIOUS WEEDS

VDACS

COMMONWEALTH 
LANDS

DWR & DCR

SUBAQUEOUS 
LANDS

MRC

CHESAPEAKE BAY 
PRESERVATION AREAS

DEQ (CBPA)



2012 Recreational Use Data
http://coastalgems.org/



Vetted “Communities at Sea” Fishing Maps



Vetted “Communities at Sea” Commercial 
Fishing Maps – CZM Grant to VCU



2012-15 Created Whale Data: 
CZM Grants ($345k) to VA Aquarium



2015 CZM Receives $236k grant from 
BOEM & DMME for Fisheries Planning in 
and around Virginia’s Wind Energy Area



2016 CZM Grant to VCU for Research on 
Electromagnetic Effects on Fish



2018-19 CZM Funds “Fish Through Time”

$50k VA CZM investment in animated maps of core 
abundance of 17 fish species  over time and future 

projections.



2019-20 CZM Co-funds ($55k) TNC’s 
Wind Siting Tool

Tool allows (https://maps.tnc.org/marinemap)

you to draw a polygon and receive reports of marine life 
relative abundance in that area. 

https://maps.tnc.org/marinemap


2019-20 CZM Funds VCU to Document  
Economic Value of Ocean Fisheries

https://www.deq.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/12614/637721498930970000



2019 - 2022 NOAA ROP Grants to MARCO 
to Improve Mid-A Fisheries & Other Data

FY19 = $135k
FY20 = $135k
FY21 = $207k
FY22 = $207k
FY23 = $207k

Total = $891k

9-state effort is 
underway to create a 
fisheries compensation 
fund for offshore wind 
impacts to fisheries



2020 CZM Grant ($50k) to the Regional 
Wildlife Science Collaborative to Develop a 

Baleen Whale Monitoring Plan for 
Virginia’s Wind Energy Area



2021-25: 3rd CZM Ocean Strategy

• Develop a Virginia Ocean Plan
• ~$183k/year for 5 years
• NOAA-approved
• Includes stakeholder 

engagement in :
• Policy development 
• ID of additional OSW lease area(s), 

offshore aquaculture areas and 
potential conservation areas in 
support of 30% by 2030 goal

• Refinement & implementation of VA 
ocean acidification plan

• Incorporation of marine 
mammal/sea turtle conservation 
plans

https://www.deq.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/8346/637540014441970000



2021-25 CZM to Create a Virginia Ocean Plan
Year 1 Grants
• W&M CPC: research other state 

plans, develop draft plan outline and 
communication strategy

• VCU Fisheries Coordinator: continue 
to address fisheries concerns

• DWR: update marine mammal/sea 
turtle conservation plans 

• VA Aquarium: whale monitoring 
analysis

• MARCO – regional coordination 

Plan to address:
• Additional offshore wind leases
• Potential offshore aquaculture
• Marine habitat, recreation & fisheries 

protection
• Marine mammal & sea turtle 

conservation
• Ocean acidification
• Shifting species
• Military & shipping needs
• Ocean sand & heavy minerals mining?



https://www.deq.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/8346/
637540014441970000

Year One October 2021 – September 2022



Year Two October 2022 – September 2023



Draft Plan Outline

I. Introduction
II. Supporting Existing Ocean Uses 

and Promoting a Healthy Ocean 
III. Supporting Emerging Ocean 

Uses to Build a Sustainable 
Ocean Economy

IV. Addressing the Changing Ocean 
Climate

V. Plan Implementation
VI. Appendices 
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